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already advanced, a day's march at least into that country Upon which, collecting, as fast as he could, the whole coips together, the earl lesolved to penetrate into Valencia directly, notwithstanding this whole collected body would amount to no moi e than six hundred horse and two thousand foot
But theie was a strong pass ovei a irver, just under the walls of Molviedio, which must be fiist disputed and taken This, Brigadier Mahoni, by the orders of the Duke of Arcos, who commanded the tioops of the Duke of Anjou in the kingdom of Valencia, had taken caie to secuie Molviedio, though not veiy strong, is a walled town, very populous of itself, and had in it, besides a gainson of eight hundred men, most of Mahoni's dragoons It lies at the very bottom of a high hill, on the uppei part whereof they show the imns of the once famous Saguntum , famous suie to eternity, if letters shall last so long, for an inviolable fidelity to a negligent confedeiate, against an implacable enemy Heie yet appear the visible vestigia of awful antiquity, in half standing arches, and the yet unlevelled walls and toweis of that once celebrated city I could not but look upon all these with the eyes of despite, in legaid to then enemy Hannibal, ^vith those of chbdciin, in respect to the uncommon and unaccountable supmeness of its confederates, the Komans, but with those of veneiation, as to the memoiy of a glonous people, who, lathei than stand lepioached with a breadi of faith, or the brand of cowaidice, chose to saciifice themseh es, their wrves, clnldien, and all that was deai to them, in the flames of their expiring city.
In Molviedro, as I said befoie, Mahoni commanded, with eight hundred men, besides inhabitants, which, together with oui having but little aitillery, induced the officers, under the Earl of Peterborow, reasonably enough to imagine and declaie, that there could be no visible appearance of sui mounting such difficulties The earl, nevei thelcss, instead of indulging such despondencies, gave them hope, that what stiength seived not to accomplish, art might possibly obtain To that pmpose, he pioposed an interview between himself and Mahoni, and accordingly sent an officei with a tuimpet to intimate his desne The motion was agreed to , and the earl having pieviously stationed his troops to advantage, and his little aitilleiy at a convenient distance, with oideis they fihould appeaa- on a slow march on the side of a rising hilt